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SUBJECT : ' NCNA Comment on US Intelligence

1. Attached is the NCNA item on US intelligende

which I mentioned to you this noon.

2, It's a common Chinese technique to refer to
any entity which supports their position; for
example right wing newspapers and politicians.
The reference to US intelligence is, however,
rare but not unprecedented. '

5. What makes the reference interesting is
that:

a. It is favorable;

b. It comes after Ambassador Huang Chen's
favorable comment to Bush last month on CIA
estimates on the USSR;

c. It could be linked to a giq&lng ap-
preciation by the Chinese of the role of
intelligence in the US.
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What 1s lacking in the Soviet nuclear arsenal is something like U.8, cruise mimsiles, which
cost little, are flexible in operation and cannot easily be defended against, It is for
this reason that the conditions presented by the United States amount to nonplussing the
Soviet Union, At present, one side wants rirst to reduce the number of weapons and then

to hold talks, while the other wants first to hold talks and then to reduce the number of
weaipons; ekch tries to place the other's strategic weapons, which are detrimental to itselr,
within the limit, Thus, the gap between the two sides 1s quite wide,

What is more, while talking glibly about reducing and limiting nuclear weapons, the two sides
are redoubling their efforts to develop their own strategic weapons, Recentl S, intellt-
—gence organizations and-the Weatern press have continuously revealed that the Soviet Union,-
a&1lthough numerically superior to the United States, 1s continuing to step up the research amd
T manufa ' Tgal
.—3tates in launch vehicles, the weight of warheads, the sccuracy of targeting and other as-

~Racts, At the same time, the Soviet Union is deploying m 1srge Tuliber of §3-20 mobile
missiles with the whole of Western Europe as their target,

The United States 1s not willing to be weakened by such a situation, The U_S, Department
of Defence has ordered the production of a new generation of strategic bombers--B-1 bombers,
It hasalso decided to test and produce three different types of cruise missiles,

4s the U, S, weekly NEW REPUBLIC recently pointed out, while the U.8. ani Soviet representa-
tives are tpying to limit the weapons designed in the 1960s, their scientists and military
officers are designing weapons rfor the 1980s, All this shows that the two superpowers,
the Sovie% Union and the United States, talk about maintaining the balance of nuclear
Power but are actually contending with each other for nuclear superiority, They compete
with esch other and are unwilling to make any conceasion for fear that the other side will
gain the upper hand,

This situation shows that the new round of nuclear disarmament negotiations the Soviet imion
and the United States are going to start is nothing but a new fraud--another round of
thelr nuclear arms expansion,

SOVIET UNION

NCNA CORRESPONDENT DRCRIES SOVIET ARMS BUILDUP
Peking NCNA in BEnglish 0700 GMT 20 Feb 77 OW

[NCNA correspondent's commentary: "For what Has Moscow Expended 'Tremendous Effort'?"]

[Text] Peking, February 20, 1977 (HSINHUA)--In his recent speech at Tula, Brezhnev said
sanctimoniously that "the relaxation of international tension was &chieved at the price of
tremendous effort", implying that the Soviet Union has pald a price of tremendous effort for

the relaxation of international tension,

Has the Soviet Union expended "tremendous effort"? <Yes, but not to ease international tensiou,
This "trememdous effort" was spent on the rivairy with U,3, imperilalism for world domimation,
and more specifically, on the Kremlin's objective to gain military superiority over the

United States, Here are & few facts:

The Soviet arms drive has been progressing at an unprecedented pace, According to the Inter-
national Ingtitute for Strateglc Studies of London, since 1962, ICBM's have been developed
in the Soviet Union at a rate seven times as rfast as in the United States,
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PEOPLR'S DAILY ON SOVIET-1, S, DiSARMAMERT TALKS
paking Domsstic Service in Mandarin 0300 GMT 19 Feb 77 OVW

[PEOPLE'S DAILY corvespondent's commentary: "The Soviet Union and the United States
angage in Unbridled Nuclesr Arms Expansion While Talking Glibly About Nuclear Disarma-
went"--date not given]

[Text] There hava recentiy been indications that tho long-suspended, so-called Strategic
Arms Limitation Talke betuaen tho two superpowers, the Soviet Union and the United States,
2111 be rasumed, In his 18 Jamuary speech, Brezhnev called for both the Soviet and U, 8.
sides to complete in the neer future the drufting or o so-called strategic arms limita-
zion agreement, He mede n gesture by saying: "Time is running out, We cannot further
delay the signing of an pgreemsnu.”  The new U.S, President Carter has also repeatedly
imdicated that he wanted to resuse nuclear disarmamert talks with the Soviet Union and,
decided to send new U,3, Secretary of gtate vance to Moscow in March for initial (‘%ex-
ploratory talks), The newspapers and magazines of both countries are commenting on this
writter and conjecturing con its prospects, Juiging by all irdications, the long-sus-
nenried U,S.-goviet diplomatic ball gane will begin a new roumnd,

Tha Soviet Union and the imited gtates have beon dragging their feet for mAny years in the

qirategic Arms Limitatlon Talks, In 1972, the two sides signsd a provisional agreement
cou, stipulating timt the number of strategic gulded missiles then possessed and
produced by the twu countries be frozen ror 5 years, In 1974, the two sides

; » verbal agreemeni in Vliadivostok to Limit the totsl number of strategic arms

34 E to 2.400 each, lHowever, because the Soviet Union has gone back on its word

and peiped ite price, trying to put U, S, eruise miszlles within the 1imit but not its
¢goun Baekifire strategic bombers, the two sides have baen wrengling and unable to sign a
topual gmeement,

wacts inge past several years have fully proved that neither talks nor agreements can
1imit tha¥uo superpowers’ nuclesr arms race, The two sides have been continuously ex-
snpding and developing thelr offensive strategic arms in both numbers and quality. Each
side is trying hard to limit, but not be limited by, the other,

Wow the Soviet Union and the United States hive again made it sppear as if they must
continue the negotiations, Although anxlous and harily able to wait any longer,
Brezhnev still blustered that it was first of all necessary to consolidate the achieve-
mants already made and cpposed ndding any new questions to those now under discussion,
Otharwise, #8 he sees it the overall ( ?problem) will become more complicated and take
longer ©to solve,

The Etedstatea is seeking its own emds, According to Western agency reports, the U, S,
glde g disclosad that its price includes: 1) telking first about a lowering of the
prev%a 1imit; 2) putting aside and postpoming solution of the outstanding questions
on ertdso missiles and Packfire bombers, about which neither side has been willing to
makewgey concession; 3) having the Soviet Union stop deployment of the $S-20 mobile
migsiles, which can constantly change launch sites; and 4) further discussing reduction
of cﬂentional weapons by both sides,

i pqﬁle know, the numbsr of Soviet offensive strotegic weapons has already reeched the

1imit of about 2,400, while that of the United states has not yet done so, The Soviet
Union #ls0 possesses more conventional weapons than the United States,
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